FDA’s Food Safety Agenda

Comments by

Stephen F. Sundlof, D.V.M., Ph.D.

Director, Center for Food Safety and Applied Nutrition
National Restaurant Association

Food Safety In the 218t Century Marketplace Conference
Atlanta, GA

October 24, 2008



http://www.hhs.gov/

Changes and Challenges
Trends in Consumption

1 Consumer demand for items 24/7, year
round

1 Convenience foods are increasing In
popularity.

1 Increasing global food supply

* Approximately 15% of food IS now
Imported



Changes and Challenges
Global Food Supply
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Changes and Challenges

Increasing numbers of high risk individuals
— Elderly
— Immune compromised

New questions emerging
— Melamine, BPA etc.
— Risk/benefit analysis

New pathogens
Bioterrorism
Deliberate adulteration for economic gain

High profile outbreaks in recent years
— Diminished consumer confidence
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Pathogens newly associated with foodborne illness since the mid-1970’s

Campylobacter jejuni

Cryptosporidium parvum

Shiga toxin-producing  E. coli

Noroviruses

Vibrio cholerae 0139

Vibrio parahaemolyticus 	

Campylobacter fetus 

Cyclospora cayetanesis

Listeria monocytogenes

Salmonella Enteritidis

Vibrio vulnificus

Yersinia enterocolitica

Enterobacter sakazakii 

Salmonella Typhimurium DT104 






Time for a New Approach

Reactive




Food Protection Plan

In May 2007, the Secretary of HHS and
the Commissioner of Food and Drugs
charged FDA with developing a

comprehensive, integrated Food
Protection Plan

— Food for people and animals
— Domestic and imported

— Food safety and food defense




The Food Protection Plan

FOOD PROTECTION

P PREVENTION: Build safety in from the start
P INTERVENTION: Risk based inspections and testing
P RESPONSE: Rapid re effectiv

’Q
SAFETY DEFENSE




Food Protection
Cross-Cutting Themes

Focus on risks over a product’s life cycle —

Target resources to achieve maximum risk
reduction

— Gather the science
— Rank products based on risk
— Focus prevention and intervention

Integration of food safety and food defense
Use science and modern technology systems



Current Major Focus

Establishing a Risk Based Approach

— Focus on inspections, research needs, imports
Outreach

— States and locals - St. Louis meeting

— [Foreign governments

— Industry
Track and trace systems

— Public meetings in the fall (D.C. and CA) — See 73 FR 55115
Voluntary certification programs

— FR notice published — See 73 FR 17989; April 2, 2008

— Shrimp pilot to determine feasibility — See 73 FR 39705; July 10, 2008
Import strategies

— Greater sophistication for risk based inspections (PREDICT)
FDA beyond our borders

— FDA presence in various parts of the world
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50-State Meeting in St. Louis, Missouri [August 12-14]  The meeting brought together over 200 federal, state, local, tribal, and territorial partners to address challenges and opportunities to ensure the safety and security of the food supply that Americans enjoy and demand.  A number of action steps emerged from the meeting in St. Louis.  The action steps include the commitment to build partnerships to ensure better integration of State and local expertise and partnerships to allow regulators to acquire data to safeguard the nation’s food supply as we implement the Food Protection Plan.



Track and Trace:  FDA is working to enhance traceability capabilities because the ability to quickly identify where a contaminated product came from and where it has been distributed is essential for a rapid  response to a foodborne illness outbreak.  To solicit input, FDA held a public meeting on 10/16 in D.C.; a second meeting is scheduled on 11/13 in California.  The first meeting was well attended; we heard a lot of good information that will help us identify short and long term steps FDA can take to improve product tracing systems and to use the information in such systems to identify the source of contamination in foodborne illness outbreaks. Industry voiced support fo voluntary one-up/one-down traceability. 



Third party certification: FDA received approximately 70 comments in response to the FR notice; the comments were generally supportive of the use of third-party certification programs. In an effort to measure the effectiveness of third party certification, FDA is seeking third-party certification bodies that certify foreign processors of aquacultured shrimp for compliance with HACCP to volunteer to participate in a pilot program. 



Import strategies: We are working to improve electronic screening of imports.  The prototype system, PREDICT (Predictive Risk-Based Evaluation of Dynamic Import Compliance Targeting) uses automated data mining and pattern discovery to establish screening criteria; the PREDICT pilot started in 2007 for seafood products only in the LA D.O.   It is being expanded to other food products in the LA D.O. for the next phase before expanding to other Districts.


FDA — Beyond our Borders

China
— MOA signed December 2007
— Establish an office in 2008

India
— Technical team visit in March 2008
— Establish a presence in 2008

South/Central America
— Development of an MOUY/office

Europe
— Presence planned

e Middle East

— Presence planned



Success Depends on
Partnerships

Between regulators
— Federal/State/Local/Tribal
— Foreign governments

With industry
— Domestic
— Foreign

With academia
With consumers



Industry

Preventative controls
— Basic standards
— Risk-based focus

Supply chain

— Ablility to track product

— Know your suppliers

Reaction to consumer complaints, illness

Find ways to interact with FDA



Summary

Changes in the food supply necessitate a
new approach to food protection — much
greater focus on prevention

The Food Protection Plan Is an integrated
approach with greater emphasis on
prevention, plus effective intervention and
rapid response

We need to build partnerships to address the
global food supply

This Is a long term activity
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