
ANOTHER EPIC SEASON 
OF COLLEGE FOOTBALL

This season, over 154 billion minutes of 
college football have been watched live 
across ESPN, FOX, NBC and other networks.1

154 154 
billionbillion

NETWORKS PERFORMANCE

ESPN platforms averaged 1.9 million viewers 
per game, marking their most-watched season 
since 2016 with a 19% YoY increase.21.9M

ABC averaged 5.8 million viewers per game— 
its best season since 2009 and up 56% YoY.25.8M

Fox’s Big Noon Saturday window averaged 
5.06 million viewers through 13 weeks.35.0M

CONFERENCE PERFORMANCE

COLLEGE FOOTBALL 
BY THE NUMBERS

The SEC accounted for 8 out of 
the top 10 most-watched schools 
during the season, and 16 of 
the top 20 regular season 
broadcasts involved at least 
one SEC team.4
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The Big Ten Championship game 
was the most-watched football 
game on CBS in 2024.7
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On ABC, even the least-viewed 
matchup pulled 1.95M viewers, 
with top games reaching up to 
5M; ESPN aired two games above 
4M, while ACC vs. Notre Dame 
matchups on NBC ranged from 
1.87M to 2.19M.19
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COLLEGE FOOTBALL PLAYOFFS

The National Championship averaged 22.1M viewers, making it not only the 
top CFP broadcast but also the most-watched non-NFL sporting event of 
the entire year.1122.1M

The expanded CFP dominated 2024 TV ratings—9 of the season’s 10 most-
watched games were CFP contests, with quarterfi nals averaging 16.9M 
viewers and the semi-fi nals averaging 19.2M viewers.9,1019.2M

BOWL SEASON

Fans watched 19.2B minutes of bowl coverage across ABC, ESPN and 
ESPN2, with ABC averaging 5.0M viewers—its largest non-CFP bowl 
audience in over a decade.125.0M

ESPN platforms averaged 2.7M viewers for bowl games in 2024, their best 
bowl season in fi ve years—a 14% YoY increase.122.7M

EVENT-BASED VIEWERSHIP

It was the most-watched regular-season week overall, with ESPN/ABC posting their highest Rivalry Week 
viewership since 2016.13  Record-setting matchups, included:

RIVALRY WEEK (Week 14)

9.5M
Texas–Texas A&M

8.5M
Georgia–Georgia Tech

7.4M
Auburn-Alabama

12.3M
Michigan–Ohio State
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PROOF OF POPULARITY

Most viewers fall 
between ages 18–55, 
with those aged 35–44 
showing the highest 
engagement—28% 
identify as hardcore fans.14

Top universities such as 
Alabama, LSU, Michigan and 
Ohio State each have over 3M 
social media followers, with 
10 schools surpassing 2M—
outpacing several NFL teams.15

28% 3M
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ACC Network Materials
Beer Pitcher, Coasters, Napkins, 

Pint Glasses and Poster

SEC Network Materials
Poster, Coasters, Wood Sign, Apron, 
Pint Glasses and Condiment Caddy

Big Ten Network Materials
Banners, Coasters, Stadium Cups, 

Table Tent, Shirts and more

COLLEGE SPORTS MATERIALS FOR ORDER ON MVP


